
CHRISTIANITY CONTENDS FOR THE FAITH

EVEN AGAINST PAGANISM

Jude 1:3-4



COMMON SALVATION IS UNDERMINED 
BY THESE WORLDVIEWS…

Ecumenicalism

Abrahamism

Paganism

Atheism

Sensualism

Progressivism

Jude 1:4
“For certain men have
crept in unnoticed, who
long ago were marked out
for this condemnation,
ungodly men, who turn
the grace of our God into
lewdness and deny the
only Lord God and our
Lord Jesus Christ”



1. PAGANISM DEFINED

Dictionary definition
 Worship of false gods, especially by ancient 

Roman civilians

Biblical definition
 “For all the gods of the peoples are idols, but 

the LORD made the heavens” (Psalm 96:5)



2. SCHISMS OF PAGANISM

 “World has countless spiritual essences” (Animism)
 Deuteronomy 17:2-7; Job 31:26-28

 “World has many patron gods (idols)” (Polytheism)
 Colossians 2:18; Acts 14:9-13; Acts 19:24-28

 “World has one god (but not God)” (Monotheism)
 John 5:44; Daniel 6:7, 12; Jude 1:4; Ephesians 4:6

 “World is equivalent to god” (Pantheism)
 Acts 17:18, 23-29; Romans 1:22-25; Colossians 2:20-23



3. CHRISTIANS AGAINST PAGANISM

 Contending for the faith calls for discrimination
 Acts 15:19-20; Ezekiel 18:24, 27-28

 Discriminate idolatrous beliefs from shared truths
 Acts 17:28; Zephaniah 1:5

 Discriminate idolatrous practices from noble deeds
 Romans 2:14-16; Titus 1:16

 Discriminate idolatrous roots from beloved cultures
 Acts 15:8-11; Jeremiah 16:19 



 Hear the good news: Jesus is God, and He graciously saves 
through His death, burial, and resurrection. Sin is why we need 
saving (John 1:1-3, 14; Romans 5:6-11)

 Believe it obediently: Let God’s word convict you, then trust in 
it, especially to the point of putting it into action (John 3:16; 
Hebrews 5:5-9)

 Repent of living in sin: Totally transform your conduct by 
avoiding sin and conscientiously serving God’s interests alone 
(Luke 13:3, 5) 

 Confess your faith in Christ: Make it publicly known by word 
and deed that Jesus’ way to salvation is the only way (Matthew 
10:32-39; Romans 10:10)

 Obey the good news: Be immersed in water in the likeness of 
Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection for the forgiveness of sins 
and to be saved, and God will add you to the Lord’s Church (Acts 
2:38-47; Romans 6:3-10)

HOW DOES ONE BECOME A CHRISTIAN?



 Grow more faithful: Increase your commitment to Christ by 
becoming more like Him in thought, speech, and deed (Luke 
19:17; 1 Corinthians 4:2; 1 Peter 2:21)

 Bear spiritual fruit: Let God’s mission be your main mission, 
living out truths of God’s Spirit before men and sharing the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ (1 Peter 3:15)

 Be sound in doctrine: Learn, teach, defend, and practice all 
matters of spiritual truth: church, worship, fellowship, marriage, 
sin, etc. (Romans 6:17; Titus 1:9)

 Be restored if unfaithful: In godly sorrow, repent of sin and 
confess as much to God with the commitment to put such living 
behind you for good. Properly confess sin to brethren for prayers 
and support (2 Corinthians 7:10; Galatians 6:1; James 5:16; 1 John 
1:5-10)

HOW DOES A CHRISTIAN REMAIN SAVED?


